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In a May 18 announcement, broadcast nationally on television and radio, Brazilian President
Jose Sarney said that although his mandate was for six years, he had decided in the "spirit of
conciliation," to step down from the presidency after five years. According to Sarney, the duration of
the presidential term was at the root of all other political problems. After five months of discussing
the issue with party leaders, he said, "I have arrived at the conclusion that the nation cannot remain
fixed on...[this] debate. The national interest transcends the interests of parties and the Alianca
Democratica." The Alianca Democratica is the ruling alliance of the majority Brazilian Democratic
Movement Party (PMDB) and the Liberal Front Party (PFL). "When Tancredo Neves and I were
elected, we were elected for a period of six years. My mandate is for six years." However, he added,
"This lack of definition must not and cannot continue...I wish to communicate to all that I renounce
one year of my mandate." Sarney asserted that his move should be understood as an example
of "conciliation." The president ordered all government officials to consider the subject of the
duration of his mandate closed. "From the [political] parties, I request solidarity, and from [state]
governors and their constituents, support and understanding." Next, Sarney said he opposed the
establishment of a parliamentary system in Brazil. "We do not possess the political institutions for a
parliamentary system." The president emphasized that despite rumors about "intranquility" within
the armed forces, there is no threat to the democratic regime. According to Sarney, hyper-inflation
was largely the result of inadequate political definition and direction. Consumer price level inflation
recorded for the month of April was over 20%, the highest monthly rate in Brazilian history. (Basic
data from Agence France Presse, 05/18/87)
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